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Abstract 

 
PTT Public Company Limited (PTT) first introduced vetiver utilization in 1996 

along the Thai-Myanmar natural gas pipeline. Discovering its effectiveness in reforestation 
project, prompted PTT to expand vetiver cultivation in 2003 throughout its nationwide 
networks and in outside areas. In 2006, PTT jointly organized a cultivation competition 
with the Chaipattana Foundation, the Office of the Royal Development Projects Board, and 
the Land Development Department. The project bore outstanding results in vetiver use for 
soil and water conservation and PTT was awarded the King of Thailand Vetiver Award .   

PTT has utilized, promoted and expanded vetiver cultivation as follows:  
1) Within the PTT Group’s area-based and its networks. 
2) The Development and Promotion of Vetiver Utilization under Royal initiative project. 
3) Development of Vetiver handicrafts. 
4) Development of Vetiver Network of Thailand. 
5) The Application of Vetiver System and Bio-Engineering for  Preventing Soil  

Erosion  

In 2008, PTT shifted its vetiver strategy and adopted the “upstream from 
downstream” approach, prioritizing the promotion of vetiver handicraft creation to provide 
economic incentives for farmers to cultivate vetiver for conservation and financial gain. 
PTT has provided vetiver grass training courses to nearly 3,000 villagers from 21 
communities. in design and marketing, as well as joining with the PatPat Shops of 
Chaipattana, selling high quality and empowering sustainable development by using 
vetiver as "the miracle grass". 

Handicraft development has led to an increase in vetiver use in soil and water 
conservation too, with 2.23 million saplings, covering over 214,000 rai, planted in 2014 
and supplementary incomes totaling over THB 4.39 million from handicraft sales in PatPat 
Shops alone. 

Environmentally, vetiver cultivation rehabilitates depleted soil, making land fertile 
again. Socially, vetiver cultivation and the handicraft network has created unity within 
communities and brought communities together. Several vetiver nursery centers around 
Thailand have been established to provide training and spread vetiver cultivation 
knowledge both domestically and abroad.  

PTT and the PatPat Shops of the Chaipattana Foundation have plans to further 
develop vetiver design as part of student curriculums, in partnership with higher 
educational institutes. The aim is to attract new ideas from the younger generation, help 
pass on local handicraft skills, and continue to protect Thai heritage and conserve the 
country's precious resources in accordance HM the King’s Royal Initiatives; helping the 
roots of vetiver “grow deeper in all Thai hearts.”    
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